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Summer Edition 2010   

  NEWSLETTER  
 NATIONAL ALBANIAN AMERICAN COUNCIL 

 
The Albanian American Voice in Washington D.C! 

NAAC Travels to the Region  

             Save the Date! 
NAACõs 14th Anniversary Gala Dinner 

 

Hands of Hope Honoree: Ambassador Nicholas Burns  

Former US Under -Secretary of State  

Lifetime Achievement : Mother Teresa  
Date:   Thursday, September 23, 2010  

Venue:   The Pierre | 2 E 61st St | New York, NY 10065  

Time:   6:00PM Cocktails 7 PM Dinner  

NAAC BOARD MEMBERS  
 

   Executive officers: 

   Chairman:  Martin Shkreli 

   Vice Chairman: Eli Rusi 

   Treasurer:  Cafo Boga 

   Secretary:   Nino Pjetri 

   Board of Trustees:  

    Bekim Ahmetaj 

 Harry Bajraktari 

    Ekrem Bardha 

    Fadil Berisha 

 Al Foundos 

 Lou Foundos 

 Paul Kolaj 

  
Meeting with Edita Tahiri, 

Minister of Administration 

for Kosova 

July  

14 

Reception for  the  inde-

pendence of Montenegro  

July 

15 

USIP Conference, Kosovaõs 

Prime Minister Hashim 

Thaci 

July 

20 

Meetings with Kosovaõs 

Minister of Economy Shala 

and Minister of Education 

Hoxha 

July  

20 

Avni Mustafaj's Regional trip 

to the Balkans,  meetings 

with   the major political 

leaders 

July 

20 

UN ICJ Court Rules  
Kosovaõs Declaration of 

Independence Legal 

July 

22 

Senate Hearing for Alexan-

der Arvizu, the new US 

Ambassador to Albania 

Aug  

04 

USIP conference, Veton 

Surroi,  Political  activist in 

Kosova  and Rambouillet 

Negotiator 

Aug 

04 

  

   NAAC  2010   

   MAIN SUMMER EVENTS  UN Rules Kosovaõs Independence  Legal 

 

On July 22nd, 2008, the UNõs highest 

court, the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) ruled  that Kosovaõs Declaration of 

Independence did not violate international 
law, nor did it violate UN Resolution 

1244. 

Kosovaõs leadership sees the ICJ decision 

from The Hague as an open window for 

dialogue and diplomacy. òThis is a great 
day for Kosovo, and my message to the 

government of Serbia is, ôCome and talk to 
us,õó Kosovoõs Foreign Minister, Skender 

Hyseni said. 

To date, 69 countries across the globe have 

recognized Kosova as a nation, with 22 of 

27 EU member states recognizing.  

In light of the ICJ ruling, NAAC has sent a 

letter to President Obama and Secretary of 

State Clinton thanking the U.S. Administr- 
 

Image: Kosovars waiving the British, Kosova, and US flags celebrate the 

UN ICJ ruling July 22nd. Photo courtesy of the NY Times. 
 

stration for their continual support of 
Kosovaõs independence, and urging 

the U.S. government to assist Kos-
ovaõs allies in obtaining additional rec-

ognitions across the world. NAAC 

calls on the  international community 
to recognize Kosovaõs independence, 

the UN to terminate Resolution 1244, 

paving the way for accepting Kosova 

as a member state. 

As part of our ongoing discussions and col-
laboration with Albanian leaders, NAAC 

Executive Director Avni Mustafaj travelled 
to Albania and Kosova to meet with Alba-

nian leaders and US representatives. In 

Kosova, meetings were held with President 
Sejdiu, Prime Minister Thaqi, and Deputy 

Prime Minister Hajredin Kuci to discuss 

the International Court of Justiceõs (ICJ) 

decision on Kosovaõs independence, and  

implementing a strategy on working 
with the US Administration and Con-

gress to increase the number of coun-
tries recognizing Kosovaõs independ-

ence. Prime Minister Thaci thanked 

NAAC òfor its historic contributions to 
Kosova and we look forward to many 

more years of cooperation.ó  

 

See next page for more on this article... 

http://www.naac.org/
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While in Kosova, Mr. Mustafaj was on the panel at the Foreign Policy Club, along with Marc Weller and Robert Mu-
harremi, to discuss the impact of the ICJ decision. Additionally, Mr. Mustafaj was on a panel discussion on RTK televi-
sion òPoint/Counterpointó, one of the most watched television programs in Kosova, to discuss the ICJ decision. 

 

In addition to the meetings with the President and Prime Minister of Kosova, Mr. Mustafaj met with Ms. Rader 

was to prepare for the upcoming Hope Fellowship class due to be in Washington DC in October 2010. 

 
In response to the ICJ decision, NAAC has already sent letters to President Obama and Secretary Clinton thanking the 
US Administration for its unwavering support of Kosovaõs independence, urged the Administration to work with its 
allies to increase the number of countries recognizing Kosovaõs independence, and called on Serbia to begin formal dis-

cussion with Kosova as neighboring country.  

 
NAAC is collaborating with Congressman Engelõs office on securing recognition for Kosovaõs independence from 
countries in the western hemisphere. 

 
In Albania, Mr. Mustafaj met with President Topi and Prime Minister Berisha to discuss recent developments in Wash-
ington DC. In addition to the ICJõs decision on Kosova, these meetings encompassed an extensive discussion on devel-
oping programs to enhance Albaniaõs imagine in the US and bringing foreign investors to Albania. 
 

The overall trip reaffirmed to Albanian people of the region of NAACõs promise to be their ardent voice in Washington, 
D.C. 

 Hands of Hope Honoree: Professor R. Nicholas Burns 

Biography 

Nicholas Burns is Professor of the Practice of Diplomacy and International Politics at the 
Harvard Kennedy School.  He is Director of the Future of Diplomacy Project and Faculty 
Chair for the Programs on the Middle East and on India and South Asia.   He also serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Schoolõs Belfer Center for Science and International Af-
fairs.   He was a visiting Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars 
in summer 2008.  
He is Director of the Aspen Strategy Group, Senior Counselor at the Cohen Group and 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Vangent Holding Corporation and the Advisory 
Board for Veracity Worldwide.  Burns is on the Board of Directors of the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund, the Center for a New American Security, The Atlantic Council and a num-
ber of other non-profit organizations.  He is also a member of the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, the Trilateral Commission and the Order of Saint John. 

Ambassador Burns served in the U.S. Foreign Service for twenty-seven years until his re-
tirement in April 2008.  He was Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs from 2005 to 
2008, and the State Departmentõs third-ranking official when he led negotiations on the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Agree-
ment. He was U.S. Ambassador to NATO (2001-2005), to Greece (1997-2001), and State Department Spokesman 
(1995-1997).  He worked for five years (1990-1995) on the National Security Council at the White House as Senior Di-
rector for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia Affairs, as Special Assistant to President Clinton and, before that, Director for 
Soviet Affairs in the Administration of President George H.W. Bush.   Burns also served in the American Consulate 
General in Jerusalem from 1985 to 1987 where he coordinated U.S. economic assistance to the Palestinian people in 
the West Bank and before that, at the American embassies in Egypt and Mauritania.  He has received ten honorary doc-
torates, the Secretary of Stateõs Distinguished Service Award, the Woodrow Wilson Award for Public Service from the 
Johns Hopkins University and the Boston College Alumni Achievement Award.   Burns has a BA in History from Bos-
ton College (1978) and an MA in International Relations from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 
Studies (1980).  He also earned the Certificat Pratique de Langue Francaise at the University of Paris-Sorbonne in 1977. 

Continued stories from page 1... 

NAACõs Trip to the Field  
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in the Fall 2010. 
 

First Ever U.S. to Kosova Video Conference 
 

The Hope Fellowship program held its first ever U.S. to Kosova video confer-

ence presentation with the Fall 2010 Hope Fel-

lows on July 16th, 2010.  
The viral conference included the use of the latest 
webinar, Skype, and telecommunications software. 
The meeting encompassed a formal, detailed pres-
entation of the Washington Leadership Program. 

All 12 Hope Fellows, as well as the HF Staff, 
found the presentation enjoyable and a unique op-
portunity to bridge the connection between the 
two countries, as well as get acquainted with one 
another.  This video conference is the first of many that the Hope Fellowship will 
organize in order to best equip the Fellows before they arrive in Washington, D.C. 

Fall 2010 Hope Fellows Announced 

The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is a womenõs leadership program 
created and administered  by the Na-
tional Albanian American Council and 

sponsored by USAID. 

 

Fall 2010 Hope Fellows 
 

The selected hope fel-
lows for fall 2010 will 
be focusing on increas-
ing education and 
knowledge in needed 
areas of Kosova soci-
ety.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Hope Fellowship  
had Ms. Adea Kryeziu 
serve as a Program In-
tern for summer 2010.  
 

Ms. Kryeziu, a native 
of Gjakova, Kosovo, is 
a recent graduate of 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sityõs School of Ad-
vanced International 
Studies (SAIS). She 
holds a Masters in In-
ternational Economics, 
Energy, Resources and 
the Environment.   

JOIN US ON FACE-

BOOK!  
www. facebook.com/

hopefellowship 

In Country Trainings Commence for Fall 2010 Hope Fellows  
  
With the Hope Fellowship fall 2010 Edu-
cation class selected, the Kosovo Staff 
commenced itõs in country training exer-
cises in July.  

The training topics encompassed an ex-
amination of leadership: what does it 
mean to be a leader? How am I a leader in 
my community? 

Furthermore, additional trainings were 
held that introduced the fellows to pro-
posal management, risk management, and assessing the education system of Kos-
ova. These trainings are a vital in preparing the fellows for the Washington Leader-
ship Program (WLP) in Washington, D.C.  

After a rigorous application and selection process, the final list of the fall 2010 class 
of the Hope Fellowship has been announced. The group, listed below, will be focus-
ing on increasing education and training development in critical areas of Kosova so-

ciety. 

Taibe Canolli ; Kosovo Police Force.  

Fadile Dyla ; Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. 

Vjollca Godanci ; Internal Clinic of NephrologyUniversity Clinic of Kosovo. 

Burbuqe Grajçevci; Privatization Agency of Kosovo. 

Drita Haxhaj; Peja Department of Inspection. 

Diturie Hoxha;  Kosovo Bankerõs Association. 

Valbonë Kadrijaj ; Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEC). 

Shpresa Kika; ProCredit Bank. 

Mirushe Latifaj ; Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. 

Arberi Nagavci;  òYll Morinaó primary school. 

Vera Rexhepi; Ministry of Economy and Finance. 

Violeta Zefi ; Kosovo Association for People Living with HIV/AIDS.  

Please join with us in welcoming these impressive women into the Washington 
Leadership Program (WLP), and keep up to date on their progress by visiting our 
website: http://naac -hf.org.  

Fall 2010 Hope Fellows Announced 

Thank you! 

http://naac-hf.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-DC/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763?ref=sgm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Washington-DC/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763?ref=sgm
http://naac-hf.org/
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The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is a womenõs leadership 

program created and administered  by 
the National Albanian American 

Council and sponsored by USAID. 

Image:  

Image: NAAC Executive Director Mr. Mustafaj met with Prime  

Minister Thaci of Kosovo in Prishtina 

Image:  Prime Minister Berisha met with Mr. Mustafaj in Tirana 
Image:  The new Fall 2010 Hope Fellowship class interact with DC staff in  

first ever video-conference 

 


